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Evolution Logic of “Economic Man” of Classical School of Economics:
Development Vein of Modern Economic and Ethical Thoughts

WU Jinjing
( School of Political Science and Law Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract; The hypothesis “Economic man” is the theoretical pillar of Western leading economics re—
search. More importantly the hypothesis reflects the understanding of human nature of the main—
stream of the Western societies and its methodological significance in economics research has affect—
ed people’ s ethics angle of view. So it reflects ethical attitudes and ethical orientation of people’ s e—
conomic activities under the market economy in the Western capitalist societies. Classical school of e—
conomics is the pioneer of the hypothesis and is also the main developer. Their change in “economic
man” understanding attitudes reflects the evolution course and economic ethic concepts of modern
capitalism.
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